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SOCIAL STUDIES
MS. NOBLE
PHILOSOPHY

The social studies program in the Medford School District prepares students for the twenty-first century by developing the cognitive and affective domains of learning.  Teachers facilitate the acquisition of knowledge, skills and intellectual foundations, which will encourage personal responsibility in a pluralistic and democratic society.  Moving from self through interaction in family and community toward global awareness, the curriculum focuses on the critical and analytical understanding of historical, geographical and cultural characteristics of different civilizations.  Special attention is given to the awareness of individual responsibility as a citizen in an increasingly global world. The social studies curriculum  provides a broad spectrum of opportunities for students to develop an appreciation of forces that have shaped the past and are affecting the contemporary world.  Oregon state standards for the Social Studies are the guiding framework.
WORLD HISTORY: 

A GLOBAL PERSPECTIVE - Grade 7
This course is intended to familiarize students with the historical, cultural, political, geographic and economic aspects of the world from the ancient times through the beginning of the Age of Exploration. It is designed to help students understand the interconnectedness of our world today  and prepare them for 8th grade U.S.  history as the focal area of study.  Instructors present an overview of  world history, using culture, conflict, and economy as thematic threads. Examination of global issues and problems from multiple perspectives is also an integral part of the course. Academic skills emphasized throughout the year include map reading, graph and chart interpretation, reading comprehension, outlining, research-based writing, discussion, role playing and note taking.  Instruction will be aimed at teaching students to think critically in order to make informed decisions that guide social and civic action in an increasingly interdependent world.
· MAJOR UNITS of STUDY:
·  Tools of Historians and Geographers (maps, timelines, etc)
· Ancient Greece 

· Ancient Rome, Judaism and Christianity 

· Ancient India 
· African Empires
· Byzantine Empire and Islam

· Middle Ages Around the World

· Renaissance/ Reformation/ Age of Exploration

GRADING POLICY :
Content:  90%

Habits of Work:  10%

Oregon State Standards based content assessments:  90% of the grade.  Assessments include tests, quizzes, major projects, oral and technological presentations, and debates.

Habits of Work = 10%  Habits of Work category includes turning work in on time, keeping the binder and notes organized and up to date with daily work, and classroom participation.  
Late work is counted in a separate category  from academic performance. Students will receive a grade for the quality of their work and a separate Habits of Work mark for whether the work met the due date.  This helps teacher, student and parent more fully understand  if there is an organizational issue or one of content understanding.  
Homework:  
Students will visit the class website each evening  for homework assignments.   Computers are available at school to support students without access to computers at home.  

 It is important that students do the homework for the upcoming class which will enhance their classroom learning experience.  Late assignments are reflected in the Habits of Work grade.  
CLASS MATERIALS:

An eclectic assortment of information sources will be used during the course of the year.  Core text:  Journey Through the Ages, Glencoe Publishers, 2005.   Also, Teacher’s Curriculum Institute History Alive!, various classroom trade and text supplements, the internet, current periodicals including Junior Scholastic, and library resources.

INSTRUCTOR:
Mary Noble   mary.noble@medford.k12.or.us
