ARGUMENTATIVE WRITING  RUBRIC      (7th grade Social Studies)                             

	STANDARD
	LEARNING TARGET
	MASTERY
	PROFICIENT
	APPROACHING
	DEVELOPING
	BEGINNING

	WHST.6-8.1a,b,c
Ideas

(Claim)


	I can choose a side of the argument and identify reasons that support my choice.  (R)
	-Clearly states higher level, precise claim that takes a position with a specific thesis statement tied to a current event or a historical issue

-Chooses a side of the argument and identifies clear reasons that support it.   


	-Introduces claim about a topic or issue with a thesis statement 

-Supports claim with logical reasoning and relevant, accurate data and evidence that demonstrates an understanding of the chosen topic 


	-Claim may be jumbled, meandering or may not take a clear position

-Mostly maintains the focus; support is weakened by   inconsistent reasons and evidence.
	-Approximates the statement of the claim where the claim may be incoherent or incorrect

-Attempts to focus the claim, but drifts away multiple times or poorly supported by facts/details
	-No real attempt to state a claim



	WHST.6-8.1a,b,c
Ideas

(Opposing Claim)


	I can acknowledge counter-claims in my argument. (K)
	-Clearly distinguishes the claim from alternate or opposing claims

 
	-Acknowledges opposing claim
	-Attempts to acknowledge alternative claim, but evidence may be weak
	-Weak attempt at acknowledging the alternative evidence to the claim
	-Doesn't acknowledge possible counterclaims

	WHST.6-8.1.d
Voice


	I can present my argument in a formal style.  (P)
	-Establishes /maintains appropriate tone/style to the genre of essay using third person point of view
	-Establishes appropriate tone/style for the genre of formal writing
	-Attempts to establish/maintain appropriate tone/style, but may have inconsistencies
	-Attempts to establish formal style but writing is too informal (i.e.; "I think")
	-No demonstration of formal writing elements 

	WHST.6-8.1a,b,c,e
Organization


	I can present my argument in a formal style that includes an introduction, supporting details with transitions, and a concluding statement that supports my argument. (P)
	-Orients reader with an inviting introduction to topic and claim

-Thesis strongly based on claim

Appropriate sequence of ideas 

Uses words, phrases, and clauses to strongly link the relationships between ideas

-Provides a concluding statement that extends/reflects on original claim and may relate it to a larger audience
	-Orients reader with an introduction to topic and claim

Uses words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion between ideas 

- Provides a concluding statement that follows from and supports the argument presented
	-Orients  reader with a somewhat vague introduction to topic and claim 

-Inconsistent use of words and phrases to create cohesion between ideas

-Provides concluding statement that reflects on original claim
	-Attempts to orient reader to topic and claim

-Weak use of words and phrases to connect ideas

-Provides concluding statement that attempts to reflect on original claim
	-No clear introduction--writing goes straight to claim

-Organization is not logical or cohesive; reader struggles to follow ideas

-No conclusion present

	Word Choice

L7.6, L7.2b
	I can use words and phrases that are specific to the social sciences and this topic. (S)
	-Uses academic and domain-specific words and phrases important to comprehension or expression
	-Uses domain-specific words and phrases


	-Attempts to use domain specific words and phrases 
	- Weak use of domain specific words and phrases


	-No academic or domain-specific words attempted



	Conventions and Presentation

W.7.8
	I can present my writing in a standard, professional format. (P)
	-MLA formatting (title, 12 point, standard, double-spaced Arial or Times New Roman font, double spacing, margins, text font, text size) is perfect

--Spelling and punctuation  are professional quality 


	-Mostly succeeds in accomplishing proper MLA formatting; may have one or two mistakes with heading, font size, or margins

-Command of the conventions of spelling and punctuation are strong (1-2 mistakes)  


	-Noticeable errors in MLA formatting that detract from the reading of the paper

-Command of the conventions of spelling and punctuation detract from the final product


	-Significant errors in MLA formatting.

 -Reader struggles because of errors in handwritten or typed format

-Command of the conventions of spelling and punctuation are weak and make paper hard to follow


	-Paper lacks too many elements of proper formatting and is unacceptable in its presentation

-Paper has many punctuation and/or spelling mistakes  




